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Research Methodologies and Tools 2 (RMT2)

Comparative methodologies.

Period March to September 2022

Coordinator Gerard van Bortel (GvB), TUD

Faculty Marietta Haffner (MH) & Joris Hoekstra (JH), TUD

Credits 4 ECTS (100 hours, including synchronous sessions and self-directed work)

1. Introduction

RMT2 is the second module in a three-module course focused on Research Methodologies and
Tools. RMT2 aims to increase the knowledge and capabilities of ESRs to apply and reflect on
comparative methodologies based on quantitative and qualitative data analysis. RMT2 will receive
input from, and deliver input to, various RE-DWELL network activities and deliverables, notably
Summer School 2 (SS2) and Workshop 2 (WS2) (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: RMTZ2 course structure as integrated with the network activities
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2. Course aims

¢ Introduce ESRs to the different perspectives of comparative housing research
methodologies

¢ Introduce ESRs to the comparative housing research landscape by creating an overview
of data resources, organisations, methodologies, methods, and experts

e Train ESR to critically reflect on various comparative research methodologies and
methods and explore how these approaches can be applied to affordable and
sustainable housing research in general and more specifically in the research projects of
the ESRs.

3. Learning outcomes

e Ability to reflect on different disciplinary perspectives to housing research

e Ability to analyse different research approaches to housing issues in terms of methods
and methodological mix (comparability, transferability)

e Ability to understand and critically reflect on comparative methodologies for qualitative
and quantitative research

e Ability to understand and critically reflect on the limitations of research methods

e Ability to analyse and position own research and that of another ESRs within the field of
housing studies in relation to different disciplines

¢ Ability to understand and choose methods appropriate to research aims and objectives

e Ability to link social science research to the formation of housing policy; identification of
multiple methods of social research, including ethnographic studies and analyses of
administrative datasets

4. Course structure
Item WS2 Online SS2

Content: Introduction to the RMT2 course and comparative research methodologies in affordable
and sustainable housing research

Lecture 1: Introduction to the RMT2 course goals, structure, tasks

X
and activities (GvB)
Lecture 2: Introduction to comparative housing research X
methodologies and tools (MH)
Workshop: discuss key comparative methodology publications in X

small groups based on ESR preferences (MH)
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Content: Explore and discuss examples of comparative methodologies and tools in housing research

Lecture 1: Comparative housing research methodologies

X
(including pre-recorded mini lectures)
Lecture 2: Comparative housing research tools (including pre- X
recorded mini lectures)
Lecture 3: Exploring comparative methodologies and tools in the X
UPLIFT programme (JH, TUD).
Workshop X
Workshop X
Task 2and 3 presentationas X

5. Learning Activities

Date Description of the activity

29.03.2022 RTM2 LAUNCH

INDEPENDENT WORK: Preparation for Workshop session:
Entrepreneurship

Reading task:

Articles on comparative methodologies in housing research, from a
pre-selected list of articles.

Workshop 2 LECTURES; HANDS-ON WORKSHOP

29.03.2022
Content:
Lecture 1: Introduction to the RMT2 course goals, structure, planning,
activities and the various individual and collective tasks for ESRs and
expected deliverables.

Lecture 2: Introduction to comparative housing research
methodologies.

Workshop: Reflect in small groups on the studied key articles on
comparative methodologies.
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March-May 2022

Online
10.05.2022

Task 1 Introduction and group formation

TASK 1. (Group work): Map a section of the comparative housing
research landscape. Mapping subtasks: 1) resources (e.g. databases);
2) organisations, 3) methodologies and 4) methods and techniques.

Each subtask also involves identifying relevant contacts and experts.
ESRs can work in groups of three on each of the subtasks.

GROUP WORK
Group work towards completion of Task 1

ESRs will critically analyse the existing resources (data, organisations,
methodologies, methods, experts) relevant for their research. TASK 1
will incorporate the following activities.

1. Create an overview and appraisal of available
housing-related databases at the international,
national, regional and local (city) level (e.g. access
content, scope, applications, strengths, weakness).
ERSs will access these databases and analyse their
contents.

2. Create an overview and appraisal of relevant
housing related umbrella organizations and their
mission, activities, contacts and resources at the
international, national, regional and local level.

3. Create an overview of literature and experts on
different comparative methodologies and methods
in housing research (e.g. GIS, Research Through
Design, Ethnography) ESRs will reflect on existing
publications on comparative methodologies in
housing research.

The results of TASK 1 can be collated and used to create a Who-is-

Who? and What-is-What? in comparative housing research.

Content: Exploring and discussing comparative methodologies and
methods in housing research

Lecture 1: Examples of comparative housing research methodologies
(including pre-recorded mini lectures)

Lecture 2: Examples of comparative housing research tools (including
qualitative, quantitative and spatial analysis approaches).

Lecture 3: Exploring comparative methodologies and tools in the
UPLIFT programme (Dr. Joris Hoekstra, TUD).
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May-July 2022

Summer School

12.07.2022
To be confirmed

July-Sept. 2022

UPLIFT is a project exploring how young people’s voices can be put at
the centre of youth policy in areas of housing, education and
employment. It started in January 2020 and will run to June 2023.

Workshop: Discuss critical elements of comparative housing research
methodologies, such as appropriate levels of analysis, possibilities for
generalizing, comparing and transferring research results, the role of
context and path dependency, national differences in using research
methodologies and methods).

Task 2 and 3 Introduction

TASK 2 (Individual). Each ESR will produce an essay (max. 2.000)
critically reflecting on how different elements of RMT2 (e.g. data
sources, institutions, experts, comparative methodologies and
methods) are used in the ERS’s individual research project. The essay
should be based on the critical synthesis of the existing literature and
the results of TASK 1. ESRs should also reflect on how the
secondments supports the comparative elements in the ESR’s
research.

TASK 3 (Individual). Peer review of the essay (TASK 2) of another ESR.
Short report to be presented and discussed during Summer School 2
in July 2022.

INDEPENDENT WORK
Preparation for Summer School 2 session:

ESRs will prepare short pitches on their essay (TASK 2). In this essay
they will reflect on their own position within the various approaches to
comparative housing research. Discussants will reflect on the essay
based on a peer review report (TASK 3).

HANDS-ON WORKSHOP
Lecture 3: Implementing a career plan

Workshop: In this session the ESRs will present and discuss their
essays (TASK 2) in small groups, other ESRs will act as discussants
(TASK 3).

INDEPENDENT & GROUP WORK

Revise and submit the essay (TASK 2) based on the feedback received
during Summer School 2 (TASK 3).
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6. Online material

Teams folder: RE-DWELL > GENERAL > RMT2
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